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Grain sorghum is a major food crop in western and
eastern Africa. It is a versatile, diverse, and widely
adapted crop. In Africa, it is typically produced under
adverse conditions by resource-poor small scale
farmers with little input use. Under these conditions,
yield is constrained by numerous biotic and abiotic
factors. The grain and stover have many uses. Much
information is needed to address the problems and
opportunities of this diverse crop. The Atlas of Sorghum
Production in Five Countries of Eastern Africa (available
in .pdf at www.intsormil.org) serves information needs of
researchers, extension and rural development
specialists, policy makers, and emergency relief
planners. Information is presented in maps, graphs, and
tables for 30 sorghum production areas in the five
countries. These countries account for >80% of the
production in eastern and southern Africa, excluding
Sudan.
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Grain sorghum production systems.
Approximately 30% of sorghum is produced by
intercropping. Sorghum-maize intercropping is

important, especially in parts of Mozambique. and other birds, are among the most important constraints.
Intercropping with cowpea and dry bean is especially
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Production constraints. These are addressed in more detail Gender and family roles. Women are primarily
in another poster. Soil water deficits, N and P deficiency, the responsible for sorghum production, post-harvest
stem borer complex, striga and other weeds, Quelea quelea
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