Developmg An On-Farm Research Network
Wm. Bruce Clevenger, Ex Defi Ohio; Harold Watters, Ohio State University Extension, Urbana, OH
The Ohio State University Agronomic Crops Team is a multi-disciplinary group of County-based Extension Educators, State Specialists and Researchers from Ohio State
University Extension, The Ohio State University and Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center. The Team actively conducts on-farm research to improve farm
proflts, reduce environmental |mpact and increase agr ic crop production. A standing committee of the Agronomic Crops Team has provided leadership to OARDC
and timeli to coordinate the overall efforts of the on-farm network. The network has been developed to provide planning, analysis, peer -
reviewing and reporting of applied research. The research protocols originate from locally driven needs and/or regional/state needs. The network includes 25 county- EXTENSION

based Extension Educators working directly with cooperating farm operators, eight county-owned farms where Extension Educators conduct on-farm research and five
university owned research facilities. The network utilizes team members for their strengths and specializations to fortify the research effort. This team input provides
proper plot design, literature review of the research questions, personal experience, existing university data, statistical analy5|s, report writing, authoring professional

1s and icating results to mid farm prod . The Agrt ic Crops Team has been ful in 1g support funding from the Ohio
Soybean Council to provide payments to cooperating farm operators as well as coordinating input materials needed to conduct on-farm research. On-farm research
reports are published at the team’s website, referenced in the Ohio Crop Observation and Recommendation Network (C.O.R.N.) newsletter and used at various agronomy
conferences and meetings to educator farm operators.
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—100% of the county extension plots have access to scale
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Using Clientele Focus Groups...

Excerpt from 2009 summal
3 - How do you obtain agronomic information? (web,

company Y
. Programs, Extension Educator other)?
Agronomic Crops Team +Local ag retailer, CORN, state specialists, ag educators,
. various websites
Fatanes o ,_C'W for Aopled Research Profocols 4 - How would you prefer to obtain information? Do you
Ocuber M o el sk s et currently use blogs or twitter?
. +In an electronic format. Also appreciate phone access to
November | [P Ip—— state specialists and educators
Novembermidtolste  Applied erreviews the abjecivs, desis 5 - Explain the value of non-biased agronomic information to
o your operation?
*Huge. Extremely important. Purdue and OSUE partnership
is win-win. Trust Extension.
6 - What applied agricultural research projects would you
suggest the OSU Agronomic Crops Team consider?
*Seed technology, seed treatments, fertility, tillage, precision
agriculture, insect damage and thresholds for stink bugs.
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