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Introduction

Phosphorus (P) is a major plant nutrient, however its availability in soil is often small, since it is easily immobilized. Soil P is estimated to become the primary growth limiting nutrient for crops in the next

decades, so it is important to understand the behavior of soil P fractions in time under different land use scenarios.
We analyzed distinct P fractions in volcanic ash soils of different age in Central Mexico following the fractionation method of Tiessen and Moir (1993). We did so to investigate how the different P fractions

change along a soil chronosequence of Regosols, Andosols and Lixisols (60 to 100,000 years BP), and to discover if P availability limits growth of pine trees at a particular development stage.
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