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Question: Does the impact of small mammal herbivory on
above- and below-ground processes persist after a major
disturbance?

Results: Prior to the burn, areas with herbivores had lower
plant cover and microbial activity then areas without
herbivores. Percent area burned was lower in plots with
herbivores; in spite of this, mammal access plots had lower
total plant cover and microbial enzyme activity relative to
exclosure plots after the burn. Interestingly, soil respiration
patterns shifted post-burn. These results may reflect changes
in plant community composition.

Summary: Herbivory altered plant and soil processes even
after a major disturbance, but the patterns were not always
consistent.
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