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Behind the Scenes: Planning and Implementation

24 April 2013: The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations member countries endorsed the request from the Kingdom of Thailand to create the International Year of Soils
with the stated goal of raising awareness on the importance of sustainable soil management as the basis for food systems, fuel and fiber production, essential ecosystem functions and better
adaptation to climate change for present and future generations.
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The 1YS task force asked much of our monthly leaders and they delivered! They were tasked
with developing or providing at least three activities for the educator audience, one activity for
members to use when engaging with the public, and a guest column for the Soils Matter Blog.
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The Today Show — As we were in New York for the events at the UN, a stop at The Today Show was
mandatory. While we didn’t get to talk with Matt Lauer, Al Roker, Samantha Guthrie, and the other hosts,
Dave Lindbo stood out in the crowd!

Events at the United Nations - The FAO launched IYS on World Soil Day
(December 5, 2014). Celebrations and proclamations were done in Rome and
New York at the United Nations. Representing SSSA and providing remarks
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