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Virginia's Fertilizer Applicator Certification Training (FACT) 
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Rationale:
2 VAC 5-405, Regulations for the Application of Fertilizer to 
Nonagricultural Lands require training for all licensees and 
contractor-applicators, state agencies, localities, or other 
governmental entities engaged in the commercial 
application of fertilizers to nonagricultural lands. 

Upon successful completion of each of the 10 
modules the participant e-mails VDACS through a 
link on the FACT site  requesting confirmation by 
VDACS officials of the successful completion of 
the exam.  VDACS responds to these e-mails one 
day per week and administers certificates typically 
within 14 days of the successful completion of all 
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Applicability
The regulations require that all licensees and contractor-
applicators engaged in the commercial application of 
fertilizers to nonagricultural lands, and all state agencies, 
localities, or other governmental entities that apply fertilizer 
to nonagricultural lands shall:

•Employ or retain the services of a certified fertilizer 
applicator (CFA).
•Apply fertilizer at rates, times, and methods that are 
consistent with standards and criteria for nutrient 
management promulgated pursuant to § 10.1-104.2 of 
the Code of Virginia. 
•Ensure that fertilizer applications are conducted as 
prescribed by board-approved training or individual 
applicator training.
•Comply with all applicable recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements in this regulation.
•Anyone desiring certification as a CFA must 
successfully complete approved training and submit an 

Training videos of calculations were captured using 
Camtasia software and a Bamboo digital writing pad.

testing components.

Conclusions

•The program has generally 
been free of any significant 
function or content issues, with 
most questions primarily raised 
by participants asking to know 
when they will receive their 
certification.

•The regulatory agencies 
(VDACS and DCR) are very 
pleased with site performance 

online application to the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS). The 
application must include proof of satisfactory completion 
of the approved training.

and initial use of the site.

•User feedback has been very 
positive and a common theme is 
that this training is not ‘easy’ 
and is ‘worthwhile’ even in an 
open book format.

•The FACT program offers a no-
cost, readily available means of 
training, testing and certifying 
Virginia’s turfgrass 
professionals that are applying 
fertilizer to turfgrass systems 
and is a viable and successful 
alternative to in-person training 
and testing programs being 
offered by other agencies and

FACT is a free on-line training and testing 
resource developed in cooperation between 
VCE, VDCR, and VDACS.  It is hosted 
through VCE but the program is 
administered through VDACS.

offered by other agencies and 
individuals.  Adobe Presenter, a desktop webcam and screen 

capture tool, was used to capture audio and 
create video of the screen content of PowerPoint 
slides used to display the training content.  These 
files are hosted through a college-specific server 
at Virginia Tech. 


