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Background Experimental Design
Preliminary trial

An mitial trial of 37 potential cover crop species was planted 1n September 2013. The

aboveground biomass of each crop was sampled in May 2014. The best grasses, broadleafs
and legumes from this trial (see below) were chosen for more extensive study.
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Cover crops
The addition of cover crops to Palouse cropping systems has the
potential to improve the resiliency of agriculture in the region by Im p act

reducing erosion, increasing nutrient availability, reducing weed

competition, and enhancing infiltration and soil water storage. This study will help inform the development of new cropping systems that could increase the sustainability of Palouse agriculture. We will select promising

One option is to plant cover crops in late August/early September crops to be grown 1n field trials to more completely demonstrate their potential as an addition to the region’s cropping systems. Growers on the Palouse are
already experimenting with cover crops as a way to diversify their cropping systems and increase soil health, but must consider the economic feasibility of

deviations from time-tested rotations. This study will help reduce uncertainty and economic risk associated with crop diversification.

after commodity crop harvest, allowing them to over-winter, and
then terminating in the spring before a spring crop is planted.
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* Maintain or improve grain yields following the cover crop
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