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Farmers in the Midwest are recognizing the importance of soil health in crop production. However, they lack the skillset This work was the result of cooperation among The SOM calculator is available for download free of cost

to effectively manage soil health while maintaining profitability. Our research shows that soil organic matter (SOM) is a core
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a two-pool exponential decay model to simulate decomposition of biomass and native soil organic matter at yearly time-steps. Soybean Council, and the OSU South Centers s —
The model divides organic inputs into ‘active’ and ‘passive’ fractions; and applies decay rates as affected by management (financial support)
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generated from residue removal, changes in SOM-bound nitrogen and phosphorus, CO, sequestration and overall soil health. . Prof. Delbert Mokma , MSU (fielddatay ~ § | |-
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The calculgtor alsc_) ponS|sts of a “test scenario” feature that helps compare different manage_mer_lt scenarios a_nd aids n fgture . Sponsored Research Program of the Ohio State
farm planning decisions. The tool has been successfully tested using data from long-term trials in Ohio, lllinois and Michigan.
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The OSU SOM Calculator has been made available for free at the OSU South Ceners’ website and has gained popularity e
among farmers and extension educators.
Scan this QR code for download
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